TWO AMERICAS
A LIVING HISTORY OF PERSECUTION AND CONTRIBUTION

PROLOGUE - STANDALONE DELIVERABLE - ~300,000 BCE — 1452 CE

The Parallel Clock

Africa and the World, ~300,000 BCE to 1452 CE

The standard history of civilization beginsin Europe and looks outward. The Parallel Clock begins at the
beginning — in Africa— and looks at the same years, the same centuries, the same millennia, from both
sides simultaneously. The argument does not require a thesis statement. The dates make the argument.
Every row isthe evidence.

Prologue Companion - Two Americas - twoamericas.us
Pairs with C-1 The Cradle - C-2 Kemet - C-4 Mansa Musa - C-5 Timbuktu - C-6 Songhai

LEGEND

Bold text in Afri . C . . .
old green fextin Alrica African civilizational milestone — world-leading achievement

column

Standard text in Europe column European context for the same period

Gold year - dark background THE PIVOT — 1452 CE. Theyear the doctrine of perpetual enslavement was
row authorized.
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HOW TO READ THIS DOCUMENT

Every Row Isthe Argument

The Parallel Clock does not editorialize. It presents the same dlice of time twice — once as experienced in
Africa, once as experienced in Europe and the broader Western world — and lets the comparison stand. The
reader is not asked to take anything on faith. The reader is asked only to look at what was happening
simultaneously in both places and draw their own conclusions.

What the document shows, across three hundred thousand years, is this: Africawas not waiting to be discovered. Africa
was not a continent of pre-civilizational darkness awaiting the European light. Africa was the origin of the human
species, the site of the first symbolic art, the inventor of agriculture in parallel with the Fertile Crescent, the builder of
the first nation-states, the home of the world's oldest continuously operating university, and the seat of the wealthiest
individual in recorded human history — all before 1452.

In 1452, Pope Nicholas V issued Dum Diversas. The Atlantic slave trade had its legal authorization. The doctrine that
justified it required that all of the above be erased. This document exists to confirm that the erasure occurred, to name
what was erased, and to put it back in the record.

The chain cannot be understood without the cradle it interrupted.

ORIGINS - ~300,000 BCE — 70,000 BCE

~300,000 Homo sapiens emer ges acr oss the African continent. No Homo sapiens. Neanderthals occupy parts of
BCE Fossil evidence at Jebel Irhoud (M orocco) pushes Europe. No cities, no writing, no agriculture
human origins 100,000 years earlier than previously anywhere on Earth.

established. Africaisthe only inhabited continent.

~200,000 Homo sapiens populations spread acr 0ss sub-Saharan Neanderthal populationsin Europe. No symbolic
BCE Africa. Early evidence of ochre use for symbolic art documented.
purposes at Pinnacle Point, South Africa.

~142,000 Perforated marine shell beads at Bizmoune Cave, No comparable ornamental tradition
BCE M or occo — the earliest known intentional per sonal documented in Europe.
ornamentson Earth.

~73,000 Blombos Cave, South Africa: ochre fragments No comparable art in Europe. Earliest European

BCE engraved with cross-hatched geometric patterns—the  cave art is approximately 43,000 years old —
oldest known abstract art on Earth. 30,000 years later.

~70,000 Small groups of Homo sapiens begin migrating out of First Homo sapiens reach the Middle East.

BCE Africa. All humans outside Africa descend from this Europe remains Neanderthal territory for another
diaspora. The genetic record is unambiguous. 27,000 years.
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THE GREEN SAHARA & AGRICULTURAL REVOLUTION - ~40,000 BCE — 3,000 BCE

~40,000 Homo sapiensfully established across Africa. First Homo sapiens (Cro-Magnon) arrive in

BCE Complex tool traditions, coastal fishing economies, Europe. Neanderthals begin to disappear. Cave
long-distance tradein ochre and shell. art at Chauvet (~36,000 BCE).

~12,000 African Humid Period begins— the Saharais green. End of the last Ice Age in Europe.

BCE Lake Chad isan inland sea. Rock paintings at Tassili Hunter-gatherer populations. No agriculture, no
n'Ajjer (Algeria) depict cattle, swimming, and rich permanent settlements, no cities.

ceremonial life across grasslands.
~8,000 BCE Nile valley communities cultivating sorghum, millet, and Early farming beginsin Anatolia and the
tef. African agricultural revolution begins — parallel to, Bakans. Most of Europe still hunter-gatherer.

not derived from, the Fertile Crescent. Britain uninhabited by farmers.

~5,500 BCE Sahel communities domesticate cattleindependently of =~ Farming spreads slowly into central Europe.

any external influence. African rice (Oryza Britain first farmed c. 4,000 BCE. No writing,
glaberrima) under domestication. Yams, sorghum, no cities anywhere in Europe.

pear| millet, coffee — all African, all domesticated in

Africa.

~5,000 BCE Sahara beginsto dry. Green-Sahara civilizations migrate Megalithic traditions begin in Western Europe
east toward the Nile and south toward West Africa. These (Carnac, Brittany, c. 4,500 BCE). No writing, no

migrations seed the civilizations that follow. urban civilization.
~3,100 BCE Kemet (Egypt) unified under Narmer. Theworld's Bronze Age begins in Europe. Stonehenge
first nation-state. Writing (hieroglyphics) fully construction begins (~3,000 BCE). No writing in
operational. Administrative bureaucracy. Temple Europe for another 1,600 years.
architecture.

KEMET, KUSH & THE ANCIENT AFRICAN WORLD - 3,000 BCE — 500 BCE

~2,560 BCE Great Pyramid of Giza constructed. Tallest structure Bronze Age Europe. Stonehengein early

on Earth for 3,800 years. Requires advanced construction phase (~2,500 BCE). No writing in
mathematics, logistics, and a professional Britain. No urban civilization in Northern
administrative state. Europe.

~2,055 BCE Middle Kingdom of Kemet — height of Egyptian Early Bronze Age Britain and Northern Europe.
literary and artistic achievement. The Story of Sinuhe. Oral tradition only. No written literature. No
Mathematical texts. Medical papyri documenting cities.

surgical procedures.
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~1,550 BCE

~700 BCE

~400 BCE

New Kingdom Kemet — Ahmose | expelsthe Hyksos
and reunifies Egypt. The wealthiest and most power ful
state on Earth for 500 years. Temples at Karnak and
L uxor begun.

The Kushite 25th Dynasty rulesall of Egypt — an
African dynasty from present-day Sudan governsthe
world's most powerful civilization. Taharqga builds
monuments at Karnak.

Kingdom of Kush at Meroe — independent African state
in present-day Sudan. Advanced iron smelting, distinctive
pyramids, Meroitic script (still not fully deciphered).
Trades with India and Arabia

Mycenaean civilization in Greece (~1,600 BCE).
First recognizable precursor to later European
civilization — still 1,000 years before Classical
Greece.

Rome founded (~753 BCE) asasmall Latin
settlement. Assyrian Empire dominant in the
Near East. Greek city-states forming.

Classical Greece — Socrates (470 BCE), Plato
(428 BCE), Aristotle (384 BCE). The
intellectual tradition Europe will later claim as
its sole origin.

THE ROMAN WORLD & AFRICAN KINGDOMS - 300 BCE — 700 CE

~300 BCE

~100 CE

~330 CE

~410 CE

~600 CE

Ghana Empire forming in West Africa— controlling
trans-Saharan gold and salt trade. Library of Alexandria
founded in Egypt (~283 BCE), the largest library in the
ancient world.

Aksum Empire (present-day Ethiopia/Eritrea) rising as a
major Red Sea trading power. Ge'ez script. Monumental
obelisks. Direct trade with Rome, Arabia, and India.

Aksum adopts Christianity — making it one of the
world'sfirst Christian nations, decades before Rome.
The Ethiopian Orthodox Church beginsits continuous
tradition.

Aksum at itsterritorial peak. Kingdom of Kongo
formingin Central Africa. West African kingdoms
stable and prospering.

Kingdom of Ghana dominant in West Africa. Aksum
still a functioning civilized state. East African
city-states (Kilwa, Mombasa) developing as Indian
Ocean trade hubs.

Rome expanding across the Mediterranean.
Alexander the Great (~336-323 BCE) spreads
Greek culture. Carthage — a North African city
— isRome's principal rival.

Roman Empire at near-peak power under Trajan.
Roman Britain established (~43 CE). North
Africa (Egypt, Carthage, Libya) is a core Roman
economic engine — African grain feeds Rome.

Constantine makes Christianity the favored
religion of Rome (~313 CE). Rome beginsits
long decline. Germanic migrations begin.

Rome sacked by Visigoths (410 CE). Western
Roman Empire collapses (~476 CE). European
‘Dark Ages begin — literacy declines, urban
populations collapse, long-distance trade
shrinks.

Post-Roman Europe: fragmented kingdoms,
minimal literacy, subsistence agriculture.
Population of London estimated at under 10,000.
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MEDIEVAL AFRICA AT ITS HEIGHT - 700 CE — 1235 CE

~700 CE Ghana Empire at peak power — controlling gold and Europe in early feudalism. Charlemagne
salt routes across the Sahara. | lamic scholar s begin crowned Holy Roman Emperor (800 CE).
arriving and integrating into West African intellectual Literacy confined ailmost entirely to the clergy.
life. No universitiesin Europe yet.

~859 CE Al-Qarawiyyin founded in Fez, Morocco — by Fatima  Viking Agein full force. No universitiesin
al-Fihri, a North African woman. Recognized by Europe. Oxford will not begin teaching for

UNESCO and Guinness World Records as the oldest another 300 years.
continuously operating university in theworld.

~989 CE Sankore Madrasah founded in Timbuktu. Older than Norman conquest of England still 77 years
Oxford. Older than the Sorbonne. The beginning of away. Holy Roman Empire fragmenting. No
what will become the largest manuscript repository university in England, France, or Germany yet.

outside China.

~1100 CE Great Zimbabwe construction underway — dressed Norman England 34 years old. London
granitewalls, no mortar, 30 ft high, 16 ft thick, city of population ~18,000 — same as Great Zimbabwe
18,000. Kingdom of Ghana givesway torising Mali. at its peak. Literacy confined to clergy. First
Kingdom of Kongo for ming. Crusade (1095) reveals European capacity for

organized violence.

1167 CE Djenné — a centuries-old stone city on the Niger River = Oxford University begins teaching. It is younger
— already amajor center of Islamic learning. than Sankore by 178 years. Y ounger than
Trans-Saharan tradein gold, salt, and books at full Al-Qarawiyyin by 308 years.
operation.

1235 CE Sundiata K eita establishes the Mali Empire on the Magna Cartais 20 years old and routinely
Kouroukan Fouga — a constitutional charter violated by the Crown. Henry 111 on the English
establishing division of powers, environmental throne. The Black Death is 113 years away.

protections, and explicit prohibition of enslaving free
persons. UNESCO listsit asIntangible Cultural
Heritage.

MALI, TIMBUKTU & THE MEDIEVAL PEAK - 1235 CE — 1400 CE

1312 CE Mansa Musa | ascendsthe throne of Mali. He will Edward Il crowned King of England. Annual
become the wealthiest individual in recorded human royal revenue of all England: approximately
history — estimated net worth (inflation-adjusted) £30,000. He will be deposed and murdered by
exceeding $400 billion. his own wife in 1327.
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1324 CE

1337 CE

1375 CE

c. 1400 CE

Mansa Musa's hajj to Mecca: ~60,000 attendants, 80
camels each carrying 50-300 Ibs of gold. Stopsin
Cairo. Distributes gold so freely that the Egyptian gold
price (mithgal) crashes and does not recover for 12
years, per the Syrian historian al-Umari writing a
decade later.

Mali Empireat territorial peak — roughly the size of
Western Europe. Timbuktu a city of 100,000. Sankore
Madrasah training scholars who will teach in Cairo,
Tunis, Fez, and M ecca.

Mansa Musa depicted on the Catalan Atlas— the
most sophisticated map produced in medieval Europe
— asthewealthiest individual shown anywherein the
document, holding a gold nugget the size of hisfist.
Caption: 'Thisking istherichest and most noble lord
in all thisregion on account of the abundance of gold.'

Benin Empireat cultural height — master bronze
casting, sophisticated urban planning at Benin City.
The Benin Bronzes produced during this period are
among the finest metalwork in human history. First
Portuguese contact: 1485.

Edward |1 rules England. The Black Death is 23
years away. France and England beginning the
Hundred Y ears War. No comparable individual
wealth anywhere in Europe.

Hundred Y ears War between England and
France begins. Repeated outbreaks of plague
reduce European population by 30-60%. The
continent isin generational crisis.

Geoffrey Chaucer begins writing the Canterbury
Tales. Literacy in England below 10%. The
Catalan Atlasitself is commissioned by the King
of Aragon — a European king whose
cartographers paint an African king as the
world's wealthiest man.

European explorers have not yet reached West
Africa. The Italian Renaissance is beginning —
Florence, Venice, Rome. European intellectual
revival drawing heavily on preserved Greek
texts transmitted through Islamic (African and
Middle Eastern) scholars.

TIMBUKTU'S PEAK & THE APPROACH TO 1452 - 1400 CE — 1452 CE

C.
1400-1450
CE

1441 CE

University of Timbuktu (Sankore, Djinguer eber, Sidi
Y ahya) at peak enrollment — approximately 25,000
studentsin a city of 100,000. Manuscripts on
mathematics, astronomy, medicine, law, theology, and
history: estimated 400,000-700,000 volumes. Ahmad
Baba (b. 1556) will later author mor e than 60
scholarly works.

Ant&o Gongalves kidnaps the first Africans taken directly
to Portugal by sea— prototype of the Atlantic slave trade.
12 people. The mechanism that will eventually move 12.5
million human beings across the Atlantic is being
assembled.

Gutenberg's printing press: 1450. Oxford has
been operating for ~250 years — still holds
vastly fewer manuscripts than Timbuktu.
Literacy in England: below 10%. The

Renai ssance has barely reached Northern
Europe.

Portugal under Infante Henry (‘Henry the
Navigator') begins systematic exploration of the
African coast. The explicit goal is gold, slaves,
and aroute to Asian spice markets.
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1444 CE First large public slave auction in Lagos, Portugal — 235 Zuraras chronicle is the first European
Africans sold. The African chronicler Gomes Eanes de document to use proto-racial categories to justify
Zurararecords the event in detail, including the weeping African enslavement — framing Africans as
of enslaved people separated from their families. people who would 'benefit’ from Christian

civilization. The ideological architecture of
white supremacy is under construction.

1450 CE The Songhai Empire begins absorbing the weakening Gutenberg completes his printing press. The
Mali Empire. Sunni Ali will consolidate Songhai power Renaissanceisin full development in Italy.
by 1464 — creating the largest empire in African history, Northern European literacy remains extremely
spanning an areathe size of the continental United States. low. The Ottoman Empire takes Constantinople

in 1453 — reshaping European politics.

THE PIVOT - 1452 CE

Pope Nicholas V issues Dum Diversas —
authorizing the King of Portugal to 'invade,
capture, vanquish, and subdue all Saracens,
pagans, and other enemies of Christ' and to
'reduce their persons to perpetual slavery.' Three
years later, Romanus Pontifex extends this to the
African coast specifically. The Atlantic slave
trade hasitslegal foundation. The lie that will be
required to sustain it — African inferiority —
has not yet been fully constructed. That project
begins now.
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AFTER THE CLOCK STOPS

What 1452 M eans

The Parallel Clock ends at 1452 because that is where the Two Americas archive formally begins. But the civilizations
documented in this Clock did not end in 1452. The Songhai Empire — the largest empire in African history — was still
ascending. Timbuktu was at or near its manuscript peak. Benin was producing its finest bronzes. The Kingdom of
Kongo was a functioning diplomatic state. Great Zimbabwe had been inhabited for three centuries. These were not
ruins. They were living civilizations in the middle of their stories when the Atlantic slave trade began systematically
extracting their people.

The estimated 12.5 million people transported across the Atlantic between 1500 and 1900 were not taken from empty
land. They were taken from the civilizations this Clock documents — from the heirs of Kemet, of Mali, of Songhai, of
Kongo, of Benin, of the Wolof, of the Y oruba, of the Igho, of the Akan. The people who built the cotton economy of the
American South, the sugar economy of the Caribbean, the tobacco economy of Virginia— they were the descendants of
the scholars and engineers and farmers and diplomats whose civilizational record fills this document.

The doctrine of white supremacy did not precede the slave trade. It was constructed to justify the
slave trade after the trade had already begun. The Parallel Clock is the refutation of the doctrine that
the doctrine required to be buried. The burial failed. The record is here.
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