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TWO AMERICAS
A LIVING HISTORY OF PERSECUTION AND CONTRIBUTION

PROLOGUE · CONTRIBUTION · ENTRY C-3 · c. 2,500 BCE – 940 CE

Kush, Nubia & Aksum
The Kingdoms Europe Pretended Didn't Exist

South of Egypt, along the upper Nile and into the highlands of the Horn of Africa,

three civilizations built empires that Europe spent centuries erasing. Kush governed

Egypt. Meroe defeated Rome. Aksum became Christian before Rome did. These were

not peripheral kingdoms. They were civilizational anchors whose erasure made the

doctrine of African inferiority possible.

There are more ancient pyramids in Sudan than in Egypt. Most Americans have never been

told this.

Prologue Contribution Entry · c. 2,500 BCE – 940 CE · Dual Lens

Pairs with P-2 The Hamitic Hypothesis · Connects to C-2 Kemet · C-6 Songhai
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I.

THE KINGDOM OF KUSH

~2,500 BCE – 350 CE · Rival, Conqueror, and Heir of Egypt
The Kingdom of Kush is older than the classical world by more than two thousand years. Its earliest phase

— the Kerma culture of the upper Nile, in present-day northern Sudan — dates to approximately 2,500

BCE, contemporary with the Old Kingdom of Egypt. Kerma was not a satellite of Egypt. It was a rival.

Egyptian texts describe Kerma as a formidable enemy requiring military campaigns to contain. The Kerma

kings were buried in large tumuli with grave goods of extraordinary quality — demonstrating a

sophisticated court culture entirely independent of Egyptian influence.2

By 1700 BCE, Kerma controlled the upper Nile corridor and temporarily occupied parts of Upper Egypt during the

period of Egyptian weakness known as the Second Intermediate Period. Egypt was being pressured simultaneously

from the north (by the Hyksos) and from the south (by Kerma). The southern pressure came from an African

kingdom whose sophistication the standard historical account has minimized.

After Kerma's absorption into the New Kingdom of Egypt around 1,500 BCE, the Kushite tradition reorganized. By

the eighth century BCE, a new Kushite state centered at Napata — at the sacred mountain Jebel Barkal, where the

Kushites believed Amun resided — had grown powerful enough to move north. The Kushite king Piye invaded

Egypt in 728 BCE, defeated the fragmented Egyptian princes, and established the 25th Dynasty. His successors —

Shabaka, Shebitku, Taharqa, and Tantamani — governed all of Egypt and built monuments that stand today.

Taharqa's construction projects at Karnak and his military engagements in the Levant made him one of the most

powerful rulers of the seventh century BCE anywhere on Earth. The Hebrew Bible names him. The Assyrian records

describe him with a combination of respect and alarm that the Assyrian records did not often extend to anyone.

A Kushite king governed the world's greatest civilization for nearly a century. His name was

Taharqa. The Bible named him. The Assyrians feared him. The textbook you were handed in

school did not teach you this.

II.

MEROE — THE IRON EMPIRE

~300 BCE – 350 CE · Iron, Pyramids, and the Kandake Who
Defeated Rome
The Meroitic phase of the Kushite state lasted from roughly 300 BCE to 350 CE — a span of six and a half

centuries, longer than the entire history of the United States from independence to the present. Meroe, located

between the Fifth and Sixth Cataracts of the Nile in present-day Sudan, became one of the ancient world's major

centers of iron production. The slag heaps at Meroe are among the largest of any ancient iron-smelting site in Africa.

The iron technology produced there diffused south and west, contributing to the metallurgical traditions of

sub-Saharan Africa for centuries after Meroe's decline.3
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Meroitic queens — the Kandakes, mistranslated by Greek and Roman sources as "Candace" and misread as a

personal name — governed the kingdom with documented authority. In 24 BCE, the Roman emperor Augustus

attempted to extend Roman power into Meroitic territory. The Meroitic army, commanded by a Kandake, defeated

the Roman expedition and forced a negotiated settlement. Rome signed a treaty with Meroe. The terms were

favorable to Meroe. This is in the Roman record.6

The Meroitic civilization produced its own writing system — the Meroitic script — which remains only partially

deciphered. It produced hundreds of pyramids, smaller and steeper than those of Egypt, that still stand in present-day

Sudan.

There are more ancient pyramids in Sudan than in Egypt. Rome signed a peace treaty with a

Kandake queen on her terms. Neither fact appears in most American history curricula.

Kush and Meroe — The Record

Fact Documentation Standard
Curriculum?

Kerma rival to Old Kingdom
Egypt (~2,500 BCE)

Egyptian military records; Trigger, Nubia Under
the Pharaohs (1976)

Rarely

Kushite 25th Dynasty rules
all of Egypt (~747–656 BCE)

Egyptian monumental record; Assyrian annals;
Hebrew Bible (2 Kings 19:9)

Almost never

Taharqa builds at Karnak,
engages Assyrians militarily

Karnak archaeological record; Assyrian royal
annals

Almost never

Meroe major iron-production
center (~300 BCE–350 CE)

Archaeological slag heaps; Shinnie, Meroe (1967) Never

Kandake commands army,
defeats Roman expedition
(24 BCE)

Strabo, Geography XVII; Cassius Dio, Roman
History LIV.5

Never

Rome signs treaty with
Meroe on favorable Meroitic
terms

Strabo, Geography XVII; Roman diplomatic
records

Never

Sudan has more ancient
pyramids than Egypt
(~200–255 Meroitic vs. ~138
Egyptian)

Welsby, Kingdom of Kush (1996); UNESCO
Sudan heritage documentation

Never

Meroitic script —
independent writing system,
partially undeciphered

Griffith, Meroitic Inscriptions (1911); ongoing
Meroitic linguistic research

Never
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III.

AKSUM — THE CHRISTIAN EMPIRE

~100 CE – 940 CE · One of the Four Great Powers of the Ancient
World
The Kingdom of Aksum arose in the northern highlands of present-day Ethiopia and Eritrea, centered on

the city of Aksum. By the first century CE, it was a major Red Sea trading power, controlling access to the

trade routes between the Mediterranean world, Arabia, and India. The Aksumite economy was built on

ivory, gold, obsidian, and the transit fees and control of the Red Sea port of Adulis, through which the

products of the East flowed west and the products of the West flowed east.5

The Persian prophet Mani, writing in the third century CE, identified Aksum as one of the four great powers of the

world — alongside Rome, Persia, and China. This judgment, made by a contemporary observer, places Aksum in

the first rank of world civilizations at a moment when no European kingdom north of the Alps was remotely

comparable.

In approximately 330 CE, the Aksumite king Ezana converted to Christianity — making Aksum one of the first

states in the world to adopt Christianity as its official religion. This happened before the Roman Empire fully

embraced Christianity under Theodosius in 380 CE. The Ethiopian Orthodox Church — which traces its unbroken

lineage to Ezana's conversion — is one of the oldest continuously existing Christian institutions on Earth.4

Africa had a Christian civilization before Rome committed to Christianity as the state religion.

The Ethiopian Orthodox Church is older than the Catholic Church as an officially state-sponsored

institution. This is not a disputed fact. It is simply not taught.

The Aksumite stelae — towering obelisks of carved granite, some exceeding 30 meters in height — were

engineering achievements of the first order. The Obelisk of Aksum, looted by Mussolini's forces in 1937 and taken

to Rome, was returned to Ethiopia in 2008 after decades of diplomatic negotiation — one of the few successful

repatriations of looted African cultural property in the modern era.

Aksum — Key Facts

Category Documented Achievement

Founding & Trade Major Red Sea power by 1st century CE. Port of Adulis controls Mediterranean-India trade
routes. The Periplus of the Erythraean Sea (c. 60–100 CE) documents its wealth.

World Power Status The Persian prophet Mani (3rd century CE) lists Aksum as one of the four great powers of the
world alongside Rome, Persia, and China.

First Christian State King Ezana converts c. 330 CE — before Rome's full state adoption of Christianity under
Theodosius (380 CE). Ethiopia is one of the world's earliest Christian nations.
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Category Documented Achievement

Ethiopian Orthodox
Church

Founded by Aksum's conversion. Unbroken institutional lineage from c. 330 CE to present. One
of the world's oldest continuously operating Christian institutions.

Ge'ez Language &
Bible

Ge'ez — the liturgical language of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church — is one of the oldest
continuously used written languages in Africa. The Ge'ez Bible preserves texts lost in other
Christian traditions.

Stelae Engineering Granite obelisks up to 33 meters high. The largest ever quarried (~520 tons) fell during erection.
The Obelisk of Aksum looted by Mussolini 1937; returned 2008.

Coin Minting Aksum minted its own gold, silver, and bronze coinage — one of only a handful of African
states to do so in antiquity. Coins inscribed in Ge'ez and Greek.

Decline Decline from c. 700 CE with the rise of Islam controlling Red Sea trade. Capital relocated
inland. Aksumite successor states persist through the medieval period.
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IV.

NORTH CAROLINA LOCAL LENS

Cumberland County · Fayetteville · "Ethiopia Shall Stretch Forth
Her Hands"
The Aksumite civilization — the Kingdom of Kush — the Cushite lineage in Genesis and the Psalms: these were not
abstractions to the Black congregations of Cumberland County. They were the scriptural geography of their own
dignity. Psalm 68:31 — "Ethiopia shall soon stretch out her hands unto God" — was cited in Black church and
abolitionist contexts throughout the antebellum and Reconstruction periods as a prophetic promise of African
redemption. This verse was preached in Fayetteville's Black churches. The Book of Acts 8:27 describes an Ethiopian
court official — a servant of the Kandake (Candace) — as one of the first Gentile converts to Christianity. The name
the Bible used for the queen of that kingdom was the same title the Meroitic Kandakes had carried for centuries. The
connection was there in the text. The people who read the text in Cumberland County knew it.

Connection Documentation

Psalm 68:31 tradition "Ethiopia shall soon stretch out her hands unto God" — preached in Cumberland County Black
churches antebellum through Reconstruction as prophetic promise of African dignity and
liberation. Documented in the broader African American sermonic tradition.

Acts 8:27 — the
Ethiopian eunuch

The first Gentile baptized in the New Testament is described as "a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch
of great authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians." Candace = Kandake, the Meroitic
queen title. This text was central to African American theological tradition connecting Black
Christianity to Africa.

Fayetteville State
University

FSU's African American Studies tradition and religious studies faculty carry the scholarship
connecting the Ethiopian / Aksumite tradition to the Black church. The Chesnutt Library holds
regional church records documenting this sermonic tradition.

USCT · Cumberland
County · 1863–1865

Black soldiers mustered in Cumberland County carried the Exodus and Ethiopian prophecy
traditions into their service. The abolitionist movement in NC explicitly used the "Ethiopia
shall stretch forth" verse as a freedom prophecy.

Ethiopian Orthodox
diaspora · NC

The Ethiopian Orthodox diaspora community in the Raleigh-Durham metro — with
connections to Fayetteville — represents the living continuation of the Aksumite Christian
tradition documented in this entry. The Ethiopian Orthodox Cathedral of the Debre Genet
Medhanealem in Raleigh is a direct institutional heir of Ezana's 330 CE conversion.
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P-2 Persecution · The Hamitic Hypothesis — How European Scholarship Erased Africa · Prologue · Direct Pair

C-2 Contribution · Kemet: The African Civilization That Built the Pyramids · Prologue · See Also

C-1 Contribution · The Cradle: Where Humanity Began · Prologue · Foundational Entry

C-6 Contribution · Songhai: Africa's Largest Empire · Prologue · See Also

C-3 completes the Nile Valley anchor sequence — C-1 (human origins), C-2 (Kemet), C-3 (Kush, Meroe, Aksum) — establishing

the full civilizational record of northeastern Africa before moving west to the Mali Empire (C-4), Timbuktu (C-5), and Songhai

(C-6). The persecution pair P-2 (The Hamitic Hypothesis) documents the scholarly project that denied all of these civilizations

their African identity simultaneously.
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